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comprehension of its political objective. Swaraj is no
longer a mystic expression of India's political goal; nor
is it subject to various interpretations. I am not saying
that there are no conflicts within the Congress. They do
exist, but these conflicts are not in relation to the ideologies
of the Congress movement. A critical analysis of the various
groups within the Congress would show that their differ-
ences are chiefly on the methods of attaining the objective.
It would therefore be a mistake to ignore the Congress,
which is admitted by Lord Willingdon to be " an extensive
organization, which commands, even outside its own ranks,
a certain degree of sympathy among many of the educated
classes." The assertion that the constitutional proposals
are so devised that the Indian Nationalists would fail to
make their influence felt, or to become dominant in the
Legislatures, suggests that there has been inadequate recog-
nition of the forces latent beneath the present " wreckage "
of the Congress. Those who are familiar with the history
of the Indian National Congress regret the mistaken
attitude of the authorities towards this organization from
its very inception. Sir Valentine Chirol rightly observed :

" Englishmen, official and unofficial, instead of lending
them (i.e. the leaders of the Congress) a helping and guiding
hand, which might have kept the Congress on permanently
constitutional lines, viewed that movement with suspicion
and resentment and drove it almost inevitably into more
and more vehement opposition which has grown to-day into
open and bitter antagonism." 1

Continued hostility towards the Congress would only add
fuel to the smouldering flames of agitation suppressed by
organized forces at the disposal of the Government; but
one hopes that without delay it will be made possible for
the Government to withdraw the Ordinances, the rigours
of which have undoubtedly caused much bitterness through-
out the country. The continuation of these measures would

1 Lectures on the Harris Foundations. 1924.